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Introduction
Jack (John) Field was my great-uncle; brother to my grandmother Edith Atkins. We never met and, as
a lad, all I knew about him was that he was in the Boer War and had lived in Oswaldtwistle after
leaving the Navy. It wasn't much to go on, but with the aid of the usual family history resources, as
well as the References above, I have managed to put together this outline of his history.
Early Years
'Jack' Field, son of farm labourer John Field and his wife Emma (nee Hastings) was born on the 14th
of February 1878 at Taverham, Norfolk, and was baptised in the local Church of Taverham St.
Edmund. His father John had moved to the area from Gresham in the mid-1870s, probably in search
of work, and married Emma in September 1877. She already had an illegitimate son William who had
been born in 1874.
The family moved back to North Norfolk in 1885, when Jack was 7, and they settled briefly in East
Beckham before moving down the road to Beeston Regis in 1889. By then, Jack had another two
brothers, Edward and Herbert, and four sisters: Alice, Rachel, Rosa and Edith (my grandmother).
Jack attended the Board School in Gresham1, with his brothers and sisters, until he was thirteen. It
was a long walk to school for the youngsters, but they had a good attendance record; the School Log
noting in May 1895 that "The Field family, from Beeston, attend very regularly wet or dry, although 2½
miles away."

The family's farmhouse in Beeston Regis (at the top of Britons Lane)
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My history of the school is at http://www.oldshuck.info/gresham.html (Reference 7)
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The long walk to school
As he got older, Jack - like many of the boys - would have stayed away when when farm work took
priority. For example, in 1888 on the 30th of April, the log recorded: "John Field away today stonepicking, also 3 times last week." He left school just after his 13th birthday in 1891 and started work
as a farm labourer, appearing as an 'Ag Lab' in the Census of that year.
Jack Goes to Sea
Jack was evidently keen to join the Royal Navy, because as soon as he reached the statutory age of
fifteen and a half, in September 1893, he enlisted in the Royal Navy as a Boy Seaman at Chatham.
He did his basic and trade training, as a Gunner, in the old battleships HMS Lion at Devonport and
HMS Boscawen at Portland between September 1893 and February 1895. After that, he spent a year
doing further gunnery training at the shore depot HMS Wildfire, Sheerness.

Training ships HMS Lion and HMS Implacable at Devonport
2

Training ship HMS Boscawen at Portland

The gunnery school HMS Wildfire, Sheerness
HMS Tartar
Finally, in May 1898, Jack's proper 'sea time' started when he joined HMS Tartar as an Able Seaman.
The ship was an Archer Class Torpedo Cruiser of 1770 tons, launched in 1886 (but not completed
until 1891), with a complement of 176 men. She was armed with six 6-inch Breech Loading Rifled
(BLR) guns, eight 3-pounder guns, two machine guns and two above-water torpedo tubes. Like the
rest of the Archer Class, Tartar was designed for foreign service. Soon after Jack joined, she sailed
for the South Africa station and would remain there until 1901. Her Captain was Commander
Frederick Morgan, Royal Navy.
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HMS Tartar and the ship's crest
The Second Boer War (Reference 1)
The British government's ambition to unify South Africa under Imperial British rule was resisted by the
two Boer republics of Orange Free State and the Transvaal (South African Republic) which wanted
independence. Discovery of gold in the Transvaal strengthened the Boer position and heightened
political tensions between the British Cape Colony, the Boers and the British Government. Ultimately
the Boer states declared war in October 1899.

South Africa in 1899
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The evidence of Jack's involvement in the ensuing war consists of the clasps that were added to his
Queen's South Africa Medal; each one representing battles in which he took part and the areas where
he saw active service. There is also the diary of Naval Lieutenant Charles Burne (Reference 3) that
gives first-hand accounts of the Tartar crew's exploits in the field and the difficulties that they faced.
Many books and newspaper accounts were written about the war, but, as usually happens, the 'rank
and file' are only mentioned by name when they are either killed, seriously injured or 'mentioned in
dispatches.' Such was the case with Jack and the great majority of the soldiers and sailors who took
part.
The Relief of Ladysmith
Durban Preparations
When the war began on the 11th of October 1899, Tartar had just arrived at Durban, and was in port
there with HM Ships Thetis, Forte and Philomel.

Durban to Ladysmith
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Tartars at Durban (still in their 'blues')
At that time, 189 miles away to the north, the town of Ladysmith was under threat. When HMS
Powerful arrived at Durban later in October she landed men, guns, field carriages and ammunition to
form the Second2 Naval Brigade, under the Powerful's commander, Captain Lambton, to reinforce
Ladysmith's defence. The Brigade eventually comprised 39 officers and 403 ratings and included
some men from Tartar and Philomel. Jack Field was not picked for this contingent.
Ships' guns were brought ashore to be mounted on wooden and steel carriages that had been made
in the Simonstown and Durban dockyards to the designs of Captain Percy Scott of the Terrible. The
types and their weights, excluding carriages, were:
•
•
•
•

3 x long 12-pounders (weight 12 cwt.)
2 x Quick-Firing (QF) 4.7" (weight 2 tons)
1 x 12-pounder (weight 8 cwt.)
4 x Maxim machine guns

The Naval ratings were given standard army khaki uniforms, with high-buttoned tunics, boots and
brown gaiters. The uniforms were worn with the usual 'tropical rig' straw hats, either dyed to match or
with khaki canvas covers. In some cases, naval 'whites' were dyed brown and these were more
comfortable in the heat. The Tartar's Marines also wore khaki uniform and had pith helmets with
stripes of marine colours (red, blue and yellow) to distinguish their Corps.
The Brigade, with its guns, ammunition and stores, left Durban by train on the 29th of October 1899,
to the cheers and applause of their shipmates and the local population, and reached Ladysmith on the
following day, just before the town became fully surrounded by the Boers on the 2nd of November.
The subsequent siege would last 119 days.

2

The First had already left Simonstown (Capetown) on 20 October to join in the attempt to relieve Kimberley.
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A 4.7" gun being mounted on a field carriage
HMS Terrible arrived at Durban a few days later, on the 7th of November. Captain Scott had been
appointed Military Governor of the town and he immediately set about organising its defence, using
the men and guns of the ships then in harbour.
As part of the defences, a Petty Officer and 5 ratings from Tartar and a similar number from Forte
manned an armoured train, with one of the Ship's 7-pounders, and patrolled the line up to Chievely,
some 100 miles away. On the 15th of November, with war correspondent Winston Churchill and 150
soldiers on board, the train was ambushed and 56 of the men, including Churchill and four of the
Tartars, were taken prisoner by the Boers.
Several months later, it was reported:
ESCAPED FROM BOER HANDS
"HANDY MEN" REACH PRETORIA
The Secretary of the Admiralty reports that the following seamen, who were reported
missing in connection with the attack on the armoured train near Estcourt on the 15th
November last, have escaped and joined the Naval Brigade at Pretoria: Able Seamen
Walter Thompson, Christopher Connor, and Ernest John Read, all of H.M.S. Tartar.
(South Wales Daily News - Saturday 23 June 1900)
The Secretary of the Admiralty informs us that the following name should also be added
to the list of those who were captured in the armoured train disaster near Itsteourt, on
Nov. 15 last, and have now escaped and joined the Naval Brigade at Pretoria: Able
Seaman George Moog, 138019, of H.M.S. Tartar. (Daily Telegraph - Monday 25 June
1900)
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The armoured train
The Relief Column
On Sunday, the 26th of November, Captain Edward Jones of the Forte was ordered to proceed at
once to the front with another Naval Brigade that would be attached to the Ladysmith relief column
under General Sir Redvers Buller. This Brigade, the Third, would include officers and men drawn
from Terrible, Forte, Tartar, Philomel and the Natal Naval Volunteers.

Two 12-pounders going ashore from Tartar
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After hectic preparations, two trains carrying the men and guns left Durban for the front the same day.
Their subequent journey to Frere took three days and involved frustrating delays at Pietermaritzburg
and Estcourt. From Frere onwards the railway line was impassable because its track and bridges had
been sabotaged by the Boers, so the guns and ammunition were unloaded and then began their
laborious carriage by men and oxen alone.
At a camp some 2½ miles north of Frere, the men, materials and guns were assembled for the next
stage. Their guns were:
•
•
•

2 x 4.7" Quick-Firing.
8 x 12-pounders (3" calibre).
4 x 12-pounder Quick-Firing.

Durban to Ladysmith
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Pitching camp at Frere
On the 12th of December, the Brigade accompanied an advance by an Infantry Brigade from Frere up
to Gun Hill, just south of Colenso, which overlooked Boer positions in the town. After digging in, the
guns began bombarding the various Boer positions at ranges between 7000 and 14000 yards.
A Biograph film team recorded one of the 4.7s in action. The film can be viewed at:
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-naval-guns-firing-at-colenso-1899-online

A still from the film
Lieutenant Burne's diary for that day (Reference 3) records that:
"Guns were unlimbered and shell pits dug, while the wagons were all placed under cover; we
received orders on arrival for immediate action, and at 9.30 a.m. we commenced shelling the
enemy at a range of 9,500 yards. The 4.7 guns on the right fired the first shot, my two 12pounders followed quickly, and a desultory shell fire went on for some hours.
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"At my position we dug pits for the gun trails in order to get a greater elevation, and we
plumped one or two shots on the trenches near the Colenso Bridge. The shooting of the 4.7’s,
with their telescopic sights and easy ranging, was beautiful; shell after shell, many of them
lyddite, burst in the Boer trenches, and we soon saw streams of Boer wagons trekking up the
valley beyond, while at the same time one of the Boer Camps, 10,000 yards off, was
completely demolished.
"All this time our Biograph friends from home were gaily taking views of us, and they took two
of myself and my guns while firing. Of course, the anxious officers of batteries had to lay the
guns personally at this early stage, and every shot was a difficult matter, as at the extreme
range we were firing, with the lengthening pieces on, the sighting was rather guesswork, and
we had to judge mainly by the explosion at a distance of five and a half miles. We were all
done up after our exertions under a broiling sun, and hence were not used any more that
day."
The Battle of Colenso (Reference 4) then began in and around the town and the River Tugela. The
Naval guns overlooked the battlefield and, along with their colleagues in The Royal Artillery, fired at
targets that were nominated for bombardment by the command. But the battle was a failure, with
many casualties on the British side, and the Boers kept possession of the river Tugela's north bank.

Brigade in action at Colenso
For the rest of December, the Naval Brigade stayed on the high ground south of Colenso to support
the army and made the best of their conditions for Christmas and the New Year. Lieutenant Burne's
diary says:
"All our men are well and cheery. Winston Churchill came up to look at our firing. During the
next few days, in addition to our firing, our 12-pounder crews started to make mantlets3 for the
armoured train; a very big job indeed, as they had to cover the whole of the engine and
tender, afterwards called 'Hairy Mary,' as well as the several trucks. The officer in command
congratulated our men on their work under the indefatigable chief gunner’s mate of the
Terrible, who was in charge. The military also started entrenchments and gun pits on the hill,
which we call 'Liar's Kopje.'4 At dusk they came to a standstill over some big boulders that
the General asked us do-remove, which was a compliment to the powers of the Navy. We
soon made short work of the boulders, much to the General’s satisfaction, and got on fast
with the mantlets."

3
4

Plaited rope coverings.
Known officially as Gun Hill, but where grand plans (that came to nought) were expounded.
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Hairy Mary (under 2,000 fathoms of 6-inch rope)
Spion Kop
As General Buller's army grew steadily in size, with more and more troops arriving on ships at
Durban, he planned another attempt at a breakthrough; not directly through Colenso, but 15-20 miles
to the west. Twenty-five thousand men and 650 wagons moved off from Chieveley on the 10th of
January, leaving just four of the Navy's 12-pounders on Gun Hill.
There then followed the battle of Spion Kop (Reference 5) on the 23rd and 24th of January 1900,
which was a disastrous conflict for both sides, carried out on a plateau at the top of a hill that was little
larger than a football pitch. 335 Boers and 243 British died and there were over 1500 casualties.

British dead at Spion Kop
During the battle, the Naval 12-pounder guns were kept on the lower slopes, with two 4.7s at the top
of nearby Spearman's Hill. It was impossible to spot the latter's fall of shot but, despite that, the guns
were able to fire over the Kop at the Boers' lines in the rear. The 12-pounders also dropped shells in
front of British units as they advanced5. Both sides assumed, wrongly, that they had lost, and retired.

5

A 'creeping barrage' technique that would be honed to perfection in the First World War.
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The dead and injured were later recovered under a flag of truce, but only the Boers returned
afterwards in force to the summit of the Kop.
The Third Attempt
General Buller's next attempt to cross the Tugela was a few miles closer to Colenso, at Potgieter's
Drift. On the 4th of February, the Naval guns were set up on hills and Kops just south of the river after
exhausting journeys over steep rocky terrain, mostly in darkness and in pouring rain.

Typical terrain
The battle soon became a series of minor actions and artillery duels between concealed gun
positions; the Boer gunners having a slight advantage through their use of smokeless powder that
made identification of their positions difficult. After a few days of inconclusive slogging, Buller
abandoned the assault and the guns were hauled back to Chievely. The crews were exhausted.
The push North to Ladysmith (through Tugela Heights)
In the following lull, General Buller developed a plan to take his forces round to the east of Colenso
and assault the Boer trenches that were to the south of the Tugela River. He also arranged with
Captain Scott, still in Durban, that one of Terrible's 6-inch guns should be brought ashore, fitted up
with a carriage, and transported by rail to Chieveley. This was done by the 12th of February and, as a
bonus, the gun arrived at the front with its own crew of over 50 ratings and officers.

Terrible's 6" gun before leaving Durban
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On the morning of the 14th of February 1900, a British raiding party seized Hussar Hill, with little
opposition, and within two days this had become the platform for 34 heavy guns, including all those of
the Naval Brigade except 'the 6-incher' which was placed further to the south on Gun Hill, at
Chieveley. The Hussar Hill guns provided the infantry with the protection of a creeping barrage as
they advanced on their objectives, culminating with a successful assault on Monte Cristo. In the
meantime, the 6-inch gun was successfully demolishing key battlefield targets at ranges of over 8
miles.
The guns were moved forward to Monte Cristo by the 19th and Colenso was in British hands on the
same day. The Boers, rather than be trapped by the river, fled across it. The Royal Engineers quickly
built a pontoon bridge across the Tugela and General Buller's force crossed in pursuit. Unfortunately
the bridge started to collapse under the weight of the guns, so they had to be pulled back from the
river, separated from their carriages and sent across piecemeal to be reassembled on the other side.

Colenso to Ladysmith
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The British advance along the north bank of the Tugela ran into heavy opposition as well as difficult
terrain on the approach to Iniskilling Hill. The British death toll rose and a truce was agreed for the
recovery of bodies. Buller then called his army back across the river again6 and ordered the sappers
to shift the bridge further north, 3 miles downstream.
The Last Lap to Ladysmith
On the 27th of February, the guns, now back at Hlangwe and Monte Cristo, opened up to provide
their now well-practiced support to the army as it crossed the river and moved north once again.
Pieter's and Railway Hills were taken by nightfall, relieving the marooned 5th Iniskilling Brigade from
their position to the east. That day, the news arrived from the war's western front that Boer General
Piet Cronjé had surrendered after the Battle of Paardeberg.
Boer resistance melted away overnight and the British made no attempt to follow them beyond
Ladysmith, by General Buller's orders. The first members of the relief force entered the town on
Wednesday the 28th of February and the Naval Brigade followed soon after. Their entry was
captured on film7 in the process.
Watch the film at: https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-ladysmith-naval-brigade-dragging-47-gunsinto-ladysmith-1900-online

A still from the film
At that time the Third Naval Brigade element of the relieving force consisted of 39 officers and 403
ratings, as well as 3 officers and 50 ratings of the Natal Naval Volunteers. Between Colenso and
Ladysmith they had fired 4,000 rounds of 4.7" ammunition and 12,000 from the 12-pounders.
The Terribles and Powerfuls then left to rejoin their ships, leaving just 10 officers and 90 ratings from
the Forte, Philomel, and Tartar, with two 4.7" and four 12-pounder guns to continue as a brigade
under Captain Jones. The remaining guns were handed over to the army.
After Ladysmith
As soon as the siege was broken, the Boers retreated and dragged their guns back 60 miles to the
Biggarsberg Mountains. The Brigade then had a fortnight to recover before moving north to join up
with General Buller's main force under General Clery, at Eelandslaagte.

6
7

They had now crossed and re-crossed it four times.
Perhaps staged afterwards.
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There they waited until the 10th of April, when there was a surprise attack by the Boers from four
separate gun positions. In the ensuing action, the Brigade responded with all six of their guns, taking
out one of the enemy's positions. In return, two Philomel gunners were killed and damage was done
to a gun limber and a box of ammunition. Then all was quiet again, apart from an exchange of fire on
the 21st of April when the Boers attempted to outflank British positions and managed to bring some
large guns as close as 4,500 yards range. The periods of inaction allowed many of the men to
recover their health, as many had suffered from enteric fever (typhoid), dysentery and jaundice in the
preceding months. Spirits were lifted by the arrival of Christmas presents that had been delayed at
Durban for 4 months and, with only 60 or so bluejackets left, there was more than enough to go
round!

Waypoints for the Brigade after the relief of Ladysmith
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Meanwhile, back in England, the Powerful had returned home to wild acclaim, many official receptions
and wide coverage in the newspapers and magazines (every man a hero, and so on). Terrible had
gone straight to China to join the forces dealing with the Boxer rebellion8.
At last, on Sunday the 13th of May, came an order for the Brigade to move north from Eelandslaagte
camp. They reached Waschbank on 17 May and Glencoe the following day. At Dundee there was an
opportunity in the workshops there to repair and retread wooden wheels that had suffered badly in the
previous months. By the 24th they had reached Dannhauser, where Queen Victoria's 81st birthday
was celebrated. The South African winter was by now setting in and everyone suffered from the cold,
especially at night as tents were not allowed to be pitched.
They reached Newcastle on the 27th of May, after meeting up with General Buller's contingent on the
way, at Ingagne, and learning that 10,000 Boers were massing ahead of them at Laing's Nek and
Majuba. After reaching Ingogo on the 5th of June, just 10 miles from the Boer positions, orders were
received for the Brigade to set up gun positions on Van Wyk's Hill (6900 feet). This was done with
difficulty, what with the terrain and Boer sniping, but the guns were in place by the morning of the 8th,
when the battle to take Botha's Pass and Majuba Hill began. The guns covered the successful
advance of the troops, assisted by two 4.7s, and then came down from the hill to advance speedily on
good ground along the Klip River.
On reaching Almond's Nek Pass, to the west of Volksrust, there was a heavy attack by the Boers in
the hills and ravines ahead. The Brigade's guns covered the advance and the Boers, after being "...
smothered by shrapnel and lyddite," fell back, allowing the British to take the Pass and the
surrounding hills. There were 137 British casualties and as many as 500 losses on the Boer side. By
the 15th of June, Volksrust and Charlestown had been taken, along with large quantities of arms,
ammunition, forage and wagons.
Lieutenant Burne's diary (Reference 3) for the 15th of June 1900 reads:
"General Hildyard sent for names to mention in his despatches, and I believe I am one! As
commanding the Tartar guns I was also very pleased to be able to mention six of my men,
and am full of admiration of the way in which my bluejackets have worked, shot, and stood
the cold and marching. .... I hope the services of the bluejackets in these operations, which
have been invaluable, will receive the recognition they deserve at the end of the Campaign."
On the 17th of June, the Brigade detoured to Wakkerstroom but, not being needed there, they
returned to Volksrust and learned that Captain Jones, the Forte men and the Natal Naval Volunteers
were going to be withdrawn.
This left Lieutenant Halsey, with four officers and thirty-eight men of the Philomel, and Lieutenant
Burne with eighteen men of the Tartar, who were tasked with the defence of Sandspruit Bridge, under
the command of General Brocklehurst. This assignment became difficult, as sniping by the Boers
became increasingly frequent and intense until, on the 29th of June, the order was given to retire.
The Brigade's fallback position was Grass Kop, where the 12-pounders were left with Lieutenant
Burne and the Tartars, who had to make the best of a very exposed summit, at 6700 feet, for the next
3 months. They shared the hill with 3 divisions of the South Lancashires and enjoyed perks of
plentiful wildfowl and a flock of geese that they adopted. A 'mess house' refuge, in the form of a
furnished tin-roofed hole, complete with an organ, provided some comfort as well as shelter, but
frequent gales and rainstorms regularly demolished their tented accommodation. A high state of alert
had to be maintained at all times, and that was reinforced when the regular mists came down. In
good weather they were able to see all the comings and goings below them, including frequent
skirmishes.
Back home in England, the Norfolk Chronicle had just published a list of the Norfolk men who were
then serving in South Africa. Jack's name appears with that of his half-brother William Hastings who
was with the 2nd Battalion of the Coldstream Guards9.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxer_Rebellion
William gained the following six clasps to his QSA medal: Belmont, Modder River, Driefontein, Johannesburg,
Diamond Hill and Belfast.
9
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Norfolk Chronicle - Saturday 9 June 1900
According to Jack's records, he left Tartar on the 18th of September 1900 and was put on the books
of the Simon's Bay guardship Monarch for the next two months. There is no apparent reason for this
move, but it could have been because of sickness; enteric fever perhaps. It is also unclear how Jack
travelled from Durban to the Cape, where Monarch was based.

Jack's Service Certificate entry
On the 11th of October, orders came for the remaining Philomels and Tartars at Grass Kop to return
to Durban. Guns were handed over to the army and, on the 24th of October, the men boarded a train
for Durban, where they arrived two days later to a grand reception by the Mayor and a 'substantial
breakfast.'
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Nottingham Evening Post - Thursday 25 October 1900
The Tartars then embarked on the SS Tantallon Castle for Capetown, arriving on the 5th of November
1900, where (according to a newspaper report10) they "proceeded on board the Penelope to await
orders."
Jack's Passage Home
Meanwhile Lake Erie (Transport No. 86) had left Cape Town for England on the 15th of October,
carrying 84 men of the Naval Brigade, and arrived at London's Albert Docks on the afternoonon of
Saturday the 10th of November, when 569 rank and file were disembarked.
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Western Morning News - Tuesday 27 November 1900.
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Morning Post - Monday 12 November 1900
As noted in the clipping, Lady Elizabeth Charlotte Briggs was a passenger on that journey, and she
later wrote11:
"The exigencies of the war and the requirements of the naval service have caused the
Admiralty authorities to arrange for the Naval Brigade, which has been on active service for
the past year, to return to England in three sections. The first to arrive was the Powerfuls
crew, and to them and their gallant Captain the nation accorded a welcome which proved that
their bravery and suffering in the defence of Ladysmith were highly valued. A large section of
the British public were evidently under the impression that the whole Naval Brigade was then
withdrawn from active service in South Africa. The return, however, of the Monarch's men on
the Lake Erie is conclusive proof to the contrary.
"For nearly a year the Naval Brigade has been on the march, ever ready for action when
required and always reliable in every emergency. The third division will return in a month or
two on board the Doris, the flagship of the station, and on the Barossa at the termination of
their commissions. But it is the second division of the Brigade in which came home by the
Lake Erie that I am specially concerned with at this moment. It has, unfortunately, not had the
gratification of such a homecoming as was accorded to the first section, because the
Monarch, the ship to which the men chiefly belong, is not due to leave her present station for
at least two years. That part, therefore, of her crew which formed a section of the Naval
Brigade were obliged to traverse some six thousand miles of sea in a hired transport instead
of on their own battleship. It is thus that the Elder Dempster liner Lake Erie has the privilege
of bringing home the second contingent of naval heroes, as well as worthy representatives of
almost every regiment and corps serving in South Africa.
"That a naval 4.7-inch gun is a ponderous thing to move about will be readily admitted by all
who have ever seen such a weapon; but it is only those who know something of South Africa
who can appreciate the difficulties the Naval Brigade encountered in moving their guns
through drifts and up mountain sides. To move the great guns about on fairly good roads two
teams of oxen are required, but on occasions even this large number has to be doubled. In
some cases, one in point being the road into Barberton where the gradient is one in five, a
naval gun, to get it on at all, has to be dismounted and placed on a waggon, with its cradle on
another. These waggons have to be drawn by sixty-four oxen, and even then they have to be
assisted by all the sailors and marines that man the gun, together with the combined strength
of the escort and a company of infantry, every man with his shoulder to the wheel. It speaks
well for the manufacture of the naval guns, and for the care exercised by those in charge of
them, that out of the five 4.7s and five 12-pounders sent to take part in the Anglo-Boer war no
greater accident than the breaking away of one wheel can be recorded against them, and that
in spite of the thousand miles of difficult country which they traversed. Even this little
misadventure was readily overcome by the resources of the "Handy Jack." A waggon wheel
was soon found and fitted to the axle, which enabled the gun to continue its journey.
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Reference 6.
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"The excellent work done by these guns will in due course be fully discussed by experts and
deductions drawn as to their effect on the war as a whole, but in the meantime it is well within
the mark to say that the enemy stood in mortal terror of the "Cow guns" as the Boers describe
them, owing to their long teams of oxen, consequent on their superior range, which resulted,
also, in a great saving of life among our own troops.
"During the voyage of the Lake Erie the conduct of both sailors and soldiers was exemplary.
One of the most noteworthy incidents of the journey was the distribution of gifts which were
sent for the Naval Brigade while on service, but which could not, owing to the difficulties of
transport, be served out when the warm socks and other articles of comfort would have been
very acceptable. The tobacco would have been especially welcome. The fact, however, that
the gifts came too late to be of practical service in the field detracted not at all from the
appreciation of them, though warm socks and woollen vests in the tropics did not seem very
appropriate."
Gratuity and Medal

House of Commons - 11 December 1900
The gratuity 'for Officers, Seamen and Marines Landed for Duty on Shore' during the campaign
ranged from £760 (for an Admiral) to £2 (for a Boy Second Class). Jack's award was £5.

The Queen's South Africa Medal
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The clasps awarded to Jack were as follows:
For all troops in Natal north of and including Estcourt
between December 15th, 1899, and February 28th, 1900,
both dates inclusive.
For all troops of the Natal Field Force, exclusive of the
Ladysmith garrison, employed in the operations north of an
east and west line through Chieveley Station between
February 14th and 27th, 1900, both dates inclusive.
For all troops in Orange River Colony at any time from 28
February 1900 who received no clasp specified for any
other action in the Orange River Colony.
For all troops in the Transvaal at any time from May
24th,1900 who received no clasp specified for an action in
the Transvaal.
For all troops of the Natal Field Force employed in
operations, and north of an east and west line through
Newcastle between June 2nd and 9th, 1900, both dates
inclusive.
The Queen's South Africa Medal Clasps (in date order)
Remaining Naval Service
Having arrived in London on the 10th of November (a Saturday) Jack joined HMS Pembroke, the
Chatham shore establishment, on the following Wednesday and spent the next six weeks there for
the usual leave and re-kitting. No newspaper records of his personal homecoming have been found.
After that, Jack's Service Certificate shows that he joined the Sheerness Guardship HMS Sans Pareil
for just two and a half months before returning on shore again to HMS Wildfire at Sheerness. He was
discharged from there a year later, on the 26th of February 1902.
Jack had originally 'signed on' for 12 years service over the age of 18, so it is unclear why he left in
1902 when he was only 24. His character had been assessed as 'Very Good' throughout his service,
so his early discharge was not a dishonourable one.
Civvy Street
His subsequent life is still a mystery. No trace of him has been found in the 1911 Census, civil
registration documents, newspapers or Parish records, though he was evidently still alive in 1933
when his father John's will was written.
Postscript
Until 1999, the deeds of the Naval Brigades were commemorated in annual Naval Field Gun
competitions, held between teams from the major naval ports of Chatham, Portsmouth and Plymouth.
Heats were run daily during the Royal Tournament and results were signalled to the Fleet.
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